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In Angoff and Mencken’s 1931 study of the
socio-economic conditions in all of the American
states, Mississippi was found to be the worst
American state.^ Mississippi’s neighboring states,
Alabama and Arkansas, were not far behind in ranking
order. As a matter of fact, the entire southeastern
region of the United States composed the lowest
third in the composite rankings. The southeastern
region, according to Odum's divisions, is composed
of the following eleven states* Alabama, Arkansas,
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and
Virginia.2
^Charles Angoff and H. L. Mencken, "The Worst
American State," The .ynerican Mercury, XXIV, (September,
October, November, 1931) .
^Howard Washington Odum, Southern Regions of the




Another extensive survey of the American
states was done by Louis R. Wilson in 1938.^ Mr.
Wilson found a direct relationship between the
library development of a state and the distribution
of idea communicating institutions and organizations
available in the state. The states once again rank¬
ing the lowest were those in the Southeast. These
eleven states ranked lowest in public library
development, per capita library and educational
expenditures, national magazine and newspaper
circulation, book sales, and economic ability. The
Southeastern states ranked high only in the amount
of illiteracy present.
Now, some forty years later, do the Southeastern
states still have the highest rate of illiteracy
in the nation? Has the region shown improvement
in the availability of library, educational and
cultural facilities since the 1930's? What
differences may be found from a statistical examina¬
tion of the current picture?
^ouis R. Wilson, The Geography of Reading,
(Illinois: American Library Association and the
University of Chicago Press, 1938).
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Purpose and Scope
In an effort to provide some answers to the
above questions and others concerning the current
status of the library, educational, and cultural
facilities in the Southeastern states, an investiga¬
tion was undertaken using various statistical sources.
This investigation attempted to determine the current
status of the Southeastern states in the areas of
library distribution and support, educational
facilities and support, cultural facilities, and
econcHnic ability.
Methodology
Various publications which provide statistical
data were examined in an attempt to determine the
following:
(a) Whether or not statistical differences
exist between the states of the South¬
eastern region in the distribution of
library facilities and their support.
(b) Whether or not there are differences
in the educational status of residents
of each state and the distribution of
educational institutions and their
support.
(c) What is the relationship between the
distribution and support of library
and other educational facilities?
- 4
(d) What differences exist in the distribu¬
tion of bookstores, book club memberships,
periodical and newspaper subscriptions,
and other cultural aspects?
(e) What statistical differences exist between
the states in regard to economic ability,
and health care facilities?
(f) What effect might these differences have
upon the distribution and support of
library, educational, and cultural
facilities?
The statistical publications included the Census
of Population, 1970,^ the Statistical Abstract of the
United States, ^ University Librairy Statistics,^
Digest of Educational Statistics.^ Library Statistics
of Colleges and Universities,^ Statistics of State
School Systems, 1967-68,^ and Statistics of Public
Elen^ntary and Secondary Day Schools, Fall 1970.^0
Statistical information concerning public library
facilities, support and use have been derived from
the American Library Directory, 1972-73.^^
Annuals as the World Almanacand the Editor
and Publisher International Year Bpok^^ also were
4u. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the
Census, Census of Population, 1970: General, Social
and Economic Characteristics, Pinal Report, PC (T5
Cl, C2, C5, Cll, C12, C19, C20, C35, C42, C44, and
C48.
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analyzed for pertinent statistical information.
Information from unpublished sources included
that secured from the office of the Audit Bureau of
Circulations^^ and from an unpublished paper by
Grace Hightower.
%.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the
Census, statistical Abstract of the United States.
1972, (Washington, D. C.: Government Printing
Office, 1972).
^Association of Research Libraries and Association
of College and Research Libraries Joint Committee on
University Librarv SJ:andards, University Library
Statistics, (Chicago! American Library Association,
1970).
^U. S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare,
Digest of Educational Statistics, 1971, (Washington,
D. C.: Government Printing Office, 1971).
8u. S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare,
Librarv Statistics of Colleges and Universities, Fall
1971, (Washington, D. C.i Government Printing Office,
1971) .
^Richard H. Barr and Geraldine j, Scott, statistics
of State School Systems, 1967-68, (Washington, D. C.t
Government Printing Office, 1970).
^®Richard H. Barr and Betty j. Poster, Statistics
of Public Elementary and Secondary Day Schools, Fall
1970, (Washington, D. C.: Government printing Office,
1971) .
^^American Librarv Directory, 1972-73, (New York:
R. R. Bowker, 1972).
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a computer program was written to verify
and assist in the lengthy calculations necessary
for this study. Two documents resulted from this
program and are included in full in the Appendix.
Appendix A contains co-efficient correlations
calculated between each of the different aspects
of this study.
Appendix B includes all the tables given in
the report and others from which calculations were
done and are pertinent to the correlations.
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Newspaper Enterprise Association, The World
Almanac and Book of Pacts/ (New York: Doubleday,
1973) .
^^Bditors and Publisher Co,, Inc., Editor and
Publisher International Year Book, 1972, (New York:
Editor and Publisher Co., Inc., 1972).
^^Correspondence with C. O. Bennett of Audit
Bureau of Circulations, February 14, 1973.
^^Grace Hightower, "The Growth of Libraries in
the Public Schools of Georgia," paper submitted
to Peabody College, Nashville, Tennessee, 1965.
CHAPTER II
LIBRARY FACILITIES
Socio-economic conditions in the Southeastern
region have improved as those of the Nation have
been improved. Some of these improvements have
been the result of scientific and technological
advances? some came slowly with the general economic
progress of our country and others have been planned
and funded by legislation and assistance programs of
the state and federal governments.
The first socio-economic aspect to be reported
is that of library accessibility and the support
and use of these facilities. The library, once a
luxury and accessible only to the wealthier
class, has become a public institution in our age
of economic progress. Technological advances have
made the production of its media and resources
possible. Legislation and funding have made its
resources accessible to the public.
In this first section the facilities of public
libraries, college and university libraries, as well
7
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as those of school libraries are analyzed and
compared from state to state within the Southeastern
region.
Public Library Facilities
The public library, free and supported wholly
or at least in part by public funds, dates back to
the 1850*s.^® Since the mid 1800's, the ptoblic
library has experienced great expansion and now
has become a fixed part of American life. There
are currently 7,190 public libraries in the United
States.
Distribution. — How accessible are these public
facilities to the residents of the Southeastern region?
Of the eleven states, five had pviblic library facilities
accessible to their entire population. These five
were Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina,
and Tennessee. The remaining six states had unserved
populations ranging from 24 per cent in Florida to
1 per cent in South Carolina.
^®Wilson, The Geography of Reading, p« 11.
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American Library Directory, 1972-73, (New
York: R. R. Bowker, 1972).
9
Table 1 shows the distribution of public
library facilities in the Southeastern states in
1970.
TABLE 1







Georgia 1 4,589,575 0 0
Louisiana 1 3,641,306 0 0
Mississippi 1 2,216,912 0 0
North Carolina 1 5,082,059 0 0
Tennessee 1 3,924,164 0 0
South Carolina 6 2,348,949 33,645 .014
Arkansas 7 1,782,640 140,655 .073
Virginia 8 4,137,572 508,922 ,10
Kentucky 9 3,218,706 452,371 .1405
Alabama 10 2,868,400 575,675 .167
Florida 11 5,186,606 1,602,837 .236
Source: Derived from the American Library
Directory, 1972~73, (New York: R.
R. Bowker, 1972).
Many more residents are able to participate in
pxiblic library programs now than in 1930. In 1934,
North Carolina public libraries served more of that
state's residents than any other state in the Southeast;
45 per cent of its population was served. Florida
followed with 41 per cent, and South Carolina came
next with 40 per cent. The other states served from
30 to 15 per cent of their populations.
10
Table 2 provides information concerning the
accessibility of public libraries in 1934.
TABLE 2






North Carolina 31 1,425,416 45.0
Tennessee 32 1,086,397 42.0
Florida 33 582,579 40.0
South Carolina 33 688,757 40.0
Louisiana 35 803,292 38.0
Kentucky 37 977,477 37.0
Virginia 39 807,704 33.0
Alabama 41 855,510 32.0
Mississippi 43 632,428 31.0
Georgia 45 828,713 29.0
Arkansas 47 281,661 15.0
Source: Louis R. Wilson, The Geoggaahy
of Reading, (Illinois: American
Library Association and the
University of Cfliicago Press,
1938), pp. 13-14,
Resources. -- How many voliimes per capita do these
served residents have at their disposal? The volumes
per capita in public libraries were relatively uniform
within the Southeastern region. The number of voltxmes
per capita ranged from a low of .97 in Tennessee to
1»22 in Louisiana. Ten of the eleven states offered
one volume or more as their per capita figure. Only
Tennessee was below 1.0 volume per capita.
11 -
Volumes per capita are summarized in Table 3.
TABLE 3






North Carolina 3 1.16








Sourcet Derived from the American
Library Directory, 1972-73,
(New Yorks R. R. Bowker, 1972).
Of the other 39 states there were only two which
averaged below 1.22 volumes per capita and only one
state which was lower than Tennessee's .97. This was
West Virginia with .94 volumes per capita. New
Hampshire was highest with 4.4 volumes per capita,
Maine, Massachusetts, and Vermont were 3. + with 3.9,
3.3, ai^ 3.7 respectively. The modal volume per capita
for the entire fifty states was 1.-1.29, and the
median volume per capita was 1.90.^®
1ft“Derived from the American Library Directory,
1972-73.
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A comparison of the statistics concerned with
the resources of public libraries in 1929 and 197Q
indicates that the public library patron in 1970
has two to three times as many volumes available
as had the 1929 patron (see Table 4).
Support. — Public funds provide the major
portion of support for public library facilities.
Total library income for the fifty states for the
year 1970-71 was $832,827,426.^^ Total library
expenditures for library matesrials for the same
year was $131,282,368.^® The expenditures for
library materials ranged from .085 per cent of
total inccane in Georgia public libraries to .258 per
cent of total library income in Arkansas. (see
Table 5) .
The range of per capita expenditures extended
from $2.98 in Virginia to $1.37 in Arkansas. Five
of the eleven Southeastern states were in the $2,00 -
$2.50 range, and five fell in the $1.50 - $2.00 per
capita range.
19
The Bowker Annual of Library ap4 Book Trade















Alabama 45 38.3 6 113
Arkansas 48 28.4 7 110
Florida 43 43*7 9 104
Georgia 44 40.1 5 114
Kentucky 38 54.3 8 108
Louisiana 42 44.1 1 122
Mississippi 47 31.7 10 101
North Carolina 41 45.3 3 116
South Carolina 46 38.3 4 115
Tennessee 39 53.7 11 97
Virginia 34 70.7 2 120
Source: Louis R. Wilson, TheGeoqraphy of Reading,
(Illinois: American Library Association and
the University of Chicago Press, 1938), p.53.
TABLE 5












Arkansas 1 9 3,565,750 ^ 920,379 .258
Kentucky 2 5,481,846 1,264,625 .23
South Carolina 3 3,848,753 801,047 .208
Tennessee 4 6,163,720 1,271,121 .206
Alabama 5 5,160,151 934,330 .18
Virginia 6 $12,574,570 $ 2,237,043 .177
Mississippi 7 4,847,165 854,747 .176
Florida 8 12,575,330 2,141,824 .17
Louisiana 9 0,050,756 1,581,527 .17
North Carolina 10 11,437,266 1,556,273 .136
Georgia 11 17,643,245 1,507,283 .085
Source: The Bowker Annual of Library and Book
Trade Information, 1972, (New York: R. R.
Bowker, 1972), pp. 157-58.
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Of the other 39 states only three were below
the $2.00 per capita figure in 1971. New York
public libraries spent the most per capita with an
expenditure of $6.98. The nine states spending $5.00
or more per capita were California, Connecticut,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, New jersey, Ohio,
Washington and Wyoming, The $5.00 per capita range
was also the modal range of per capita expenditures
for the Nation in 1971.
Per capita expenditures for library materials
for the years 1934 and 1971 are summarized in Table
6.
TABLE 6









Alabama 42 $ .18 $1.61 9
Arkansas 47 .11 1.37 11
Florida 32 .34 2.48 3
Georgia 39 .24 2.31 4
Kentucky 34 .26 1.59 10
Louisiana 42 .17 2.54 2
Mississippi 48 .08 1.97 6
North Carolina 46 .12 1.87 7
South Carolina 35 .25 2.01 5
Tennessee 33 .30 1.86 8
Virginia 39 .24 2.98 1
Sources: Louis R. Wilson, The Geography of Reading,
(Illinois: American Librasry Association
and the University of Chicago Press, 1938),
p. 72.
American Library Directory,1972-73 (New
York: R. R. Bowker, 1972).
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Library Use. — There is much variation between
many facets of public library operation. One aspect
in which the greatest amount of variation occurs is
the number, type and detail of records maintained.
Some administrators rely upon head counts of patrons
or turnstile counts, others keep elaborate details
of reference questions asked and answered. One of
the most frequently used type of record is the
circulation record. Circulation records are used
to allocate the budget according to the most used
subject areas. Circulation figures are also used in
defending the amount of service to the community.
Circulation, computed according to the population
served, gives some indication of the patronage of the
facility. Circulation per capita information for
the year 1971 is given in Table 7.
Alabama leads the Southeastern region in total
volumes circulated per capita. The circulation per
capita for Alabama was 4.76. Six states circulated
three or more books while three states had a per
capita circulation of less than three volumes.
Summary. — Specifics have been formulated by
the American Library Association concerning the size
of book collections, the expenditures per capita, and
appropriate circulation per capita figures. The
- 16 -
smallest libraries, serving under 1000 population,
would need seven volumes per capita for adequate
service.21 The largest public library, serving a
population of 1,500,000 and over, would need 1.5
volumes per capita.22
TABLE 7











North Carolina 8 2.85
Tennessee 9 2.55
South Carolina 10 2.47
Mississippi 11 2.36
Source: Derived from American Library Directory,
1972-73, (New Yorks R. R. Bowker, 1972)”.
O 1
•^■^American Library Association, Minimxim
Standards for Public Library Systems, (Chicagos
American Library Association, 1966).
^^Ibid.
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As the statistical information has been lumped
together for one state and an average statistic
computed, it becomes impossible to ascertain which
public libraries within the states are meeting
suggested ALA criteria. No doubt there are some
libraries in all eleven states barely meeting the
suggested criteria and others providing more than
the minimum.
The suggested expenditure was $3.82 per capita
in 1964. According to the information presented in
Table 6, the public libraries of the Southeastern
region in 1971 were still below this figure. Although
the expenditure per capita does not meet ALA standards,
it does indicate some improvement since the 1930*s
when their expenditure per capita ranged from $ .11
in Arkansas to $ ,34 in Florida.23
An index of pxiblic library service was computed
from the rank position of the state in each of four
areass (1) distribution or accessibility, (2) volume
per capita, (3) support or per capita expenditures,
and (4) the circulation per capita. The public
23Wilson, The Geography of Reading, p. 72.
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library index indicated that Tennessee, Mississippi
and Arkansas were at the bottom considering all
four statistics. The states of Louisiana, Virginia,
Georgia and North Carolina were found in the top
group (see Table 8).
TABLE 8
PUBLIC LIBRiaiY SERVICE
State 1 2 3 4 Total Index
Alabama 6 6 9 1 22 5.5
Arkansas 3 7 11 7 28 7
Florida 7 9 3 5 24 6
Georgia 1 5 4 6 16 4.5
Kentucky 5 8 10 3 25 6.5
Louisiana 1 1 2 2 6 1.5
Mississippi 1 10 6 11 28 7
North Carolina 1 3 7 8 19 4.75
South Carolina 2 4 5 10 21 5.25
Tennessee 1 11 8 9 29 7.25
Virginia 4 2 1 4 11 2.75
1 = Accessibility rank
2 = Volumes per capita rank
3 = Expenditure per capita rank
4 = Circulation per capita rank
College and University Library Facilities
Thus far, we have seen how the residents of the South¬
eastern area have been served by their public library
facilities. How do the college and university library
facilities compare from state to state?
19 -
The 1971 survey of college and university libraries
by the U. S. Office of Education included 2,514 college
and university libraries,Some 554 of these library
facilities were found in the Southeastern states.
Resources. — How adequate are the holdings of
these 554 libraries? Table 9 shows the number of
voltimes in college and university libraries and the
enrollment of these institutions for the same year.
The collections of the college and university libraries
ranged from fifty-eight volumes per student in North
Carolina to twenty-nine in Florida.25
Support. — The total expenditures by college
and universities for library materials for the year
1970-71 ranged from $1,000,000 to $5,000,000.26
Expenditures become somewhat more meaningful
when compared with the total library income of the
college. The percentage of total library income which
was expended for library materials is given in Table 10.
24u, s. Department of Health, Education and Welfare,
Library Statistics of College and Uhiversities, Fall 1971,
(Washington, D. C.* Government Printing Office, 1971).
25ibid.
^^Bowker 2^nual, pp. 159-160.
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TABLE 9





North Carolina 10,115,892 171,577 58.958
Kentucky 4,654,027 96,949 48.01
South Carolina 3,345,713 70,230 47.639
Virginia 7,099,239 149,217 47.576
Tennessee 6,288,307 135,499 46.33
Georgia 5,758,716 126,191 45.706
Arkansas 2,310,739 51,639 44.747
Louisiana 5,308,667 120,720 43.97
Alabama 4,288,837 102,707 41.758
Mississippi 2,575,515 73,128 35.219
Florida 7,001,147 234,175 29.469
Source: Derived from U. S. Department of Health,
Education and welfare. Library Statistics
of Colleqre and Universities, Fall 1971,
(Washington, D.C.t Government printing
Office, 1971).
TABLE 10







Arkansas 2,505,048 1,282,589 51.
South Carolina 4,186,598 1,970,640 47.07
Georgia 10,055,981 4,680,446 46.54
Virginia 9,518,673 4,312,271 45.20
Mississippi 2,465,266 1,074,742 43.59
North Carolina 13,394,574 5,398,698 40.31
Tennessee 10,773,927 4,156,306 38.58
Florida 14,707,610 5,401,659 36.727
Alabama 7,255,674 2,301,971 31.716
Kentucky 9,427,408 2,927,655 31.05
Louisiana 10,760,559 715,874 25.24
Source: The Bowker Annual of Library and Book
Trade Information, 1972, (New York: R. R.
Bowker, 1972), pp. 159-60.
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Arkansas led the eleven states with 51 per cent
of total library income expended for library materials.
Louisiana college libraries spent the smallest per¬
centage of total income for library materials, 25.24
per cent.
Joint research in 1967-68 by the Association
of College and Research Libraries and the Association
of Research Libraries provided some specific comparisons
for the fifty largest universitiesOf these fifty,
only eight are located in the Southeastern region.
These universities are Duke, Louisiana State, Tulane,
University of Alabama, Florida, Kentucky and the
University of Virginia. The fifty were ranked according
to volumes per student and per student expenditures.
Of the fifty library facilities, the average number
of volumes per student was 99.99 and the median number
of volumes was 83.56.
The average amount expended for library materials
per a:fe«ident was $47,94 and the median expenditure was
$46.61. Table 11 summarizes how the universities of
the Southeastern region fared.
^^Association of Research Libraries and Association
of College and Research Libraries, University Library
Statistics, (Chicagot American Library Association,
1970) .
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Wide variations between university collections
and the expenditures per student can be detected
from Table 11. Variations occur between private
and public universities, as Duke of North Carolina
and Louisiana State. Variations might occur as a
result of the n\imber4; type and levels of educational
programs offered at the university. Newer schools
or universities wauld not offer the variety of
programs or depth that older ones would. The older
schools would also have had more time to amass
their supportive library collections. As a general
rule, the older schools are the larger, the better
known and have more reputable libraries.
TABLE 11
RESOURCES AND SUPPORT OP THE LARGEST






Duke University 298.34 $119.63
University of Virginia 168.64 70.13
University of North Carolina 116.85 52.86
Tulane University 111.71 53.96
University of Florida 77.69 35.40
University of Kentucky 71.56 49.52
University of Alabama 55.41 32.97
Louisiana State 54.48 20.39
Source: Association of Research Libraries and
Association of College and Research Libraries,
University Library Statistics, (Chicago:
American Library Association, 1970).
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Summary. — stamdards for college library
collections and facilities have also been formulated
by the American Library Association. These standards
suggest that a library in a higher education institution
would have to have a minimum of 50,000 well chosen
volumes to support the instructional program.28
the growth of the collection and the growth of the
student body are correlated, guides are suggested
by ALA. A college with an enrollment of 600 students
or less should have 50,000 volumes. For every
additional 200 students, libraries should have 10,000
volumes.29
Again, it becomes impossible to ascertain which
colleges meet the ALA criteria as we lumped together
all college library collections for each state.
Using the statistical information for resources
and expenditures for library materials for each state
an index can be computed from their ranking positions.
Table 12 ranks the state according to their index in
regard to college library resources and support.
^^American Library Association, Standards for










South Carolina 3 2 5 2.5
North Carolina 1 6 7 3.5
Virginia 4 4 8 4
Arkansas 7 1 8 4
Georgia 6 3 9 4.5
Kentucky 2 10 12 6
Tennessee 5 7 12 6
Mississippi 10 5 15 7.5
Alabama 9 9 18 9
Florida 11 8 19 9.5
Louisiana 8 11 19 9.5
Note: Smallest index of 2.5 would be most
favorable and rank nuniber 1.
College and unive3?sities throughout the country
have been experiencing cuts in operating funds. To
compensate for this cutback in federal and state funds,
tuition fees have often been increased or altimni
donations solicited. Hopefully, in this time of
scarce funding, the library will not be the major
area of economizing strategy.
School Library Facilities
Much effort and money have been expended in the
United States to provide up-to-date informational
sources and to insure adequate school library programs.
Methods of instruction currently being used in public
25
schools necessitate more information than textbooks
provide. Methods as individualized instruction,
inquiry, and problem-solving require many different
types of materials and great amounts of these materials.
In addition to books ami periodicals, audio-visual
media are becoming an important part of school library
collections.
Standards for school media programs have played
an important role in the development of dynamic school
library programs. National, regional, and state
standards through the years have become more uniform
in their stipulations concerning size of collection
and expenditures for library materials.
The national standards, drawn up jointly by the
American Library Association and the National Education
Association, state that schools of 250 students should
provide at least 6,000 -10,000 titles or 20 volumes
per student.^®
Although I was unable to secure recent data
concerning the school libraries for the entire
Southeastern region, I did obtain some detailed
^^American Library Association and National
Education Association, Standards for School Media
Programs, (cSiicagoj American Library Association, 1969) .
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information about school libraries in Georgia. In
the year 1971-72, the collections of public school
libraries totalled 11,683,573 volumes or 11.6 books
per student enrolled in elementary and high schools.
This figure has doubled since the 30's when the total
was 1,491,317 or 1.9 volumes per student enrolled.^2
A study by Mahar in 1960-61 indicated that the
schools of the nation had an average of 5.67 books
per pupil. The Southeastern region had an average
of 5.73, and Georgia's average was 4.73.^^
An up-to-date collection of materials in the
media center would require an annual expenditure per
student of not less than 6% of the national average
per pupil operational cost.34 1970-71 national
average per pupil expenditure (based on average daily
^^Grace Hightower, "The Growth of Libraries in
the Public Schools of Georgia," Paper submitted to
Peabody College, Nashville, Tennessee, 1965.
^^Ibid.
33
Mary Helen Mahar, Statistics of Public School
Libraries. cited by Grace Hightower, "The Growth of
Libraries in the Public Schools of Georgia," Paper
submitted to Peabody College, Nashville, Tennessee, 1965.
^^American Library Association, Standards for
School Media Programs.
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attendance) was $858. A six per cent expenditure
for library materials would be $51.48 per student.
Statistics derived from statistics of State
School Systems, 1967-68 indicates that the per
student expenditure for library materials remains
far below the suggested six per cent figure^^ (see
Table 13).
TABLE 13
EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOL LIBRAKy BOOKS
1967-68
State Amount Enrollment Per Student
Alabama $2,776,000 830,885 $3.34
Arkansas 856,000 451,482 1.90
Florida 8,355,000 1,299,954 6.13
Georgia 8,037,000 1,086,881 7.39
Kentucky 3,317,000 687,351 4.83
Louisiana 1,122,000 840,314 1.34
Mississippi 3,666,000 582,588 6.29
North Carolina 5,361,000 1,193,267 4.49
South Carolina 3,270,000 646,907 5.06
Tennessee 3,206,000 874,333 3.67
Virginia 4.535,000 1,022.294 4.44
Source: Richard H. Barr and Geraldine j. Scott,
Statistics of State School Systems, 1967-68,
(Washington, D. C.i Government Printing
Office, 1970), pp. 65, 34,
Miss Hahar's study indicated that the average
amount spent nationally for public school library
^^Richard H. Barr, Statistics of State School
Systems, 1967-68, (Washington, D. C.: Government
printing Office, 1970), pp. 65, 34.
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books for 1960-61 was $1.47. The Southeastern
public school libraries spent an average of $1.16.36
More recant information from Miss Grace Hightower
indicated that the total spent on library books in
Georgia for the year 1970-71 was $4,255,716 or a total
of $4.23 per pupil in average daily attendance. This
$4,23 figure represented $3.78 spent in books, and
$.45 spent on audio-visual materials.37
Summary. — The school library is now recognized
as playing a major role in the educational process
of our public schools. Although most schools do not
have twenty volumes per child in their collection,
or spend $4.00 - $7.00 annually per pupil, some do.
These suggested figures do provide a quantitative
goal for most school libraries.
Library Schools
Another item related to librairy development
and worthy of consideration is that of librairy
schools. The earliest library schools for the
professional training of librarians in the Southeastern
region were those estanlished at Emory university in
36Mahar, Statistics of Public School Libraries.
37Hightower, "Growth of Libraries in the Public
Schools of Georgia."
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1905 and George Peabody College in 1928.^® Three
more schools, established in the 1930's, were
established at the University of Kentucky, Louisiana
State University, and the University of North
Carolina. During the 1940's two more library schools
were begun. Those established at Atlanta University
in 1941 and Florida State University in 1947. brought
the total ALA accredited library schools in the
Southeast to seven — where it remains today.
The professional training of librarians is not
a forgotten matter in the Southeast. Ten of twenty_
seven associate members in the Association of American
Library Schools are located in the Southeastern region.39
This growth in library school progrcums is an
indication of the effectiveness of the total library
programs of the state and region. Ultimately, it is
an indication of the impact that effectively trained
men and women in the profession have had upon recruitment.
Indices of Library Development
The purpose of this section of the study is to
compare and thereby detect any statistical differences
38




between the states of the Southeastern region with
regard to the distribution and support of library
facilities of all types.
There has been an indication of inconsistency
in state status with respect to various data for
the differing types of library facilities. To
obtain some composite measure for distribution,
support and use of public, college and university
and school library facilities, indices were computed.
The index was obtained by dividing the total of the
arithmetic ranking positions by the number of categories.
The indices are given in Table 14.
The total ranking position of the states concern¬
ing library development has changed somewhat since the
1930's. Florida remained among the top three but was
not in the lead. The state of Georgia was up five
positions and showed the greatest rank improvement.
Kentucky and South Carolina also showed considerable
improvement. Florida and Mississippi improved by
only two positions. Some five states had no improve¬
ment in status but rather had a decrease. The states
of Alabama, Arkansas and Louisiana dropped two
positions. North Carolina and Tennessee experienced a
drop of three positions. The state of Virginia was
31 -










Alabeuna 5.5 9 6 6.83 8 10 -2
Arkansas 7 10 10 9 9 11 -2
Florida 6 3 1 3.33 1 3 -2
Georgia 4.5 1 4 3.16 7 2 +5
Kentucky 6.5 5 8 1.50 5 1 +4
Louisiana 1.5 11 7 6.5 6 8 -2
Mississippi 7 2 11 6.66 11 9 +2
North Carolina 4.75 6 5 5.25 2 5 -3
South Carolina 5.25 4 9 6.08 IQ 6 +4
Tennessee 7.25 8 3 6.08 3 6 -3
Virginia 2.75 7 2 3.92 4 4 0
This study did not encompass the entire Nation so we
can only guess as to the national ranking of the southeastern
states. Statistics observed while securing data seem to
indicate that there is still a gap between the Southeastern
region and the rest of the United states in regard to
library distribution, support and use. TSiis gap does not
appear to be as large as it was in the 1930's.
CHAPTER III
EDUCATIONAL AND IDEA. COMMUNICATING INSTITUTIONS
What is the picture of the Southeastern region
when idea communicating facilities are compared?
How well are educational and cultural facilities
performing and being supported in return? How
widespread is the ownership of major communication
facilities and devices? How widespread is the
accessibility of printed media other than books?
This section of the study presents statistical
information relevant to the status of the states
concerning the devices of idea communication.
Educational Facilities
Having been assigned the major task in the
transmission of our culture, the public schools strive
to communicate the past and present ideas of our
society. Educating the masses in our public schools
has become "big business." For the year 1967-68,
total expenditures for public elementary and secondary
schools in the United States was $44,423,865,000.^®
40
U.S. Department of Health, Education and
Welfare, Digest of Educational Statistics, 1971




An additional $13,681,795,000 was expended in
support of higher education.These funds
were expended in providing an educational program for
the 45,939,000 youngsters enrolled in public elementary
and secondary schools, and the 6,659,203 young men
and women enrolled in higher educational institutions
The amount of financial support for educational
institutions varies from state to state. Local funds
are dependent upon public demand and funds available
in state budgets. The estimated total expenditure
per pupil in average daily attendance in public
elementary and secondary schools for the year 1970-71
included a high of $1,897 in Alaska, $1,561 in New
York, $1,200 in Delaware, District of Columbia,
Maryland and New Jersey. The lowest end of the spectrum
included $553 in Mississippi, $572 in Alabama, and $665
in Arkansas. The national average spent per pupil
was $1,008,^^ The expenditures for the Southeast
are siimmarized in Table 15.
^^Ibid., p. 100.


















Source: U. S. Department of Health,
Education and Welfare, Digest
of Educational Statistics,
1971, (Washington, D. C.:
Government Printing Office,
1971), p. 59.
The funds expended for public education go for
many things, but the largest portion of it is used
to pay salaries of the 2,061,115 public school
teachers employed throughout the Nation.^^ The mean
salary of teachers varies from state to state,region
to region, but there is more uniformity in pay now
than in years past.
The average annual salary of an instructional
staff member in a public elementary or secondary
44^^Ibid., p. 39.
35
school in 1970-71 was $9,570.'^^ The highest
average annual salary in the nation was $14,025
in Alaslcay New York paid the next highest average
salary of $12,000. Eleven states in the United
States paid average salaries of $10,000 Or more.
The lowest salaries paid were in the states of
Mississippi and Arkemsas, $6,173 and $6,790 respective¬
ly. All of the Southeastern states were paying average
salaries below the national average (see Table 16).
TABLE 16
SALARIES OP THE INSTRUCTIONAL











Alabama 44 $7525 $710 44
Arkansas 49 6790 593 47
Florida 22 9206 867 39
Georgia 40 7940 690 45
Kentucky 38 7550 835 41
Louisiana 42 8600 895 38
Mississippi 50 6173 655 48
North Carolina 35 8466 799 43
South Carolina 44 7150 668 46
Tennessee 43 7550 826 42
Virginia 24 9000 859 40
Sources: U.S. Department of Health, Education
and Welfare, Digest of Educational Statistics,
1971, (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing
Office, 1971), p. 43.
Louis R. Wilson, The Geography of Reading, (Illinois:
American Library Association and the University
of Chicago press, 1938), p. 279.
45Ibid., p. 43
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There has been some improvement in the salaries
paid public school teachers in the Southeastern region.
Only six states are in the lowest segment today,
whereas the entire region was in the lowest segment
in the 1930's. Florida, Virginia, and North Carolina
have shown the greatest improvement; these three have
changed from ranking positions of 39, 40, and 43 to
positions of 22, 24, and 35 in the 1970's. All of the
other Southeastern states fall within one or two positions
of where they were in the 1930*s.
Educational Attainment. — To what end are tremendous
educational expenditures by both state and federal
governments directed? The most desirable outcome would
be the successful education and graduation of their
school-age residents; however, many school-age youngsters
do not remain in school for the full twelve years. In
1970-71, 850,000 of those enrolled became dropouts.^®
The retention rate per 1000 of public and non-public
schools has increased since the 1930's, but still is
felt by most to be too low. In 1934-35, only 467 of
^^Annual Report of the u. S. Commissioner of
Education, Fiscal Year, 1971, 101st Congress, March
31, 1972 (Washington, D. C.i Government Printing
Office, 1972), p. 60.
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every 1000 pupils graduated from high school, but
in the 1960's this rate had increased to 752 graduates
for each 1000 enrollees.^^
Those dropping out before sixth grade completion
contribute to the illiteracy rate. The illiteracy
rate for the Nation dropped from 4.8 in 1930 to
2.4 in 1960.^® Once again, however, the highest
illiteracy rate for an individual state was reported
by a Southeastern state. Louisiana reported the
highest rate with 6.3. The rates of the other
Southeastern states are all above the national figure
of 2.4.49
Another statistical rate which has some relevance
to the educational attainment or ability of those tested
is the failure rate of draftees being inducted into the
armed' services, south Carolina had the largest poirtion
of its draftees to fail the mental test in 1970. Of
the draftees taking the battery of tests, 22.3 per cent






failed. The national failure rate was 8.0 per
cent.50 Table 17 presents the failure rates for
the Southeastern region.
TABLE 17
DRAFTEES FAILING THE MENTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR















Source: U. S. Department of Health,
Education and welfare. Digest
of Educational Statistics, 1971,
(Washington, D. C.: Government
printing Office, 1971), p. 13.
With high illiteracy and draftee failure rates,
what must the overall educational achievement of these
residents be? The median school years completed by
residents of this region varied from a high of 12.1
years in Florida to a low of 9.9 years in Kentucky.51
^®Ibid., p. 13.
51u. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
Census of Population, 1970: General, Social and Economic
Characteristics, Pinal Report, PC (l)-Cl, C2, C5, Cll, Cl2,
C19, C20, C35, C42, C44, and C48.
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Correspondingly, the states with the lowest median
school years completed had the fewest residents
twenty-five and over with four years of college
completed. Table 18 contains information concerning
the median school years and the per cent of population
completing four years of college.
The educational level of the Nation is increasing.
Pour years of college for some economic classes has
become almost as routine as high school education.
Those from lower economic classes have been given
opportunities for advancing their education through
loan and scholarship funds. Hopefully, it can soon
be said that any resident desiring advanced schooling
would have the opportunity to do so.
Although the Southeastern region still lags behind
the Nation in average educational attainment, the lag
is not as great as in other areas. The average educa¬
tional attainment of the states of New York and
California, two of the wealthier states of the country,
was only 12.1 years.
Muse\ims
Library and educational facilities are two of
the most important institutions for imparting culture
40
in our society but the museum is another institution
contributing to the transmission and maintenance of
our culture.
TABLE 18
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OP RESIDENTS













North Carolina 10.6 8.5
South Carolina 10.5 9.0
Tennessee 10.6 7.9
Virginia 11.7 12.3
Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of
the Census, census of population, 1970:
General, Social and Economic Characreristics,
Pinal Report, PC (l)-Cl, C2, C5, Cll, Cl2,
Cl9, C20, C26, g35, c42, C44, and C48.
A 1969 survey of musetims and related institutions
stated that museums were experiencing tremendous growth —
a new one opened every three days in the United States.
CO
^^Lola Eriksen Rogers, Masevons and Related Institutions
A Basic Program Survey, (Washington, D. C.: Government
printing Office, 1969) , p. 1.
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Of the 2,889 art, history and science type museums,
nearly one-half were operated by non-profit organiza¬
tions. Approximately 36 per cent or 1,030 were
operated by government agencies and educational
institutions, with colleges and universities sponsoring
another 10 per cent.-'’'
As would be expected, the more populous a state
the higher the number of museums in the state. However,
the study indicated that several of the more populous
southern states had few museums.Florida and Virginia
had the most museums with 89 and 84. Other states
offered fewer with the range from 18 in Arkansas
to 66 in North Carolina.
To arrive at a more meaningful figure for distri¬
bution of musetims, the population for each state for
the survey year was divided by the number of museums.
This computation gave the nuihber of residents for each
musevun. Virginia had a museum for every 53,000 people
residing in the state. On the other end of the spectrum,
Alabama residents numbered 182,000 for each museum.
Table 19 contains information concerning the number of




Museums vEucied greatly in the amount they
spent supporting their programs. The median expenditure
for the United States was $7,000.^^ The highest median
expenditure was $42,001 by the state of Arkansas. The
lowest was the $5,000 spent in Wyoming. Expenditures in
the Southeast varied from $42,001 to the low of $2,500 in
Kentucky. Table 19 also includes information relevant
to the expenditures of museums.
TABLE 19
MUSEUMS IN THE SOUTHEASTERN REGION, 1969
Total Number Nvunber of Median
of Residents for Expenditure, 1966
Museums Each Museum
Alabama 19 182,000 $20,000
Arkansas 18 105,555 45,001
Plorida 89 70,134 17,000
Georgia 42 105,190 9,041
Kentucky 40 79,300 2,500
Louisiana 27 132,629 12,000
Mississippi 19 117,263 10,000
North Carolina 66 75,030 5,000
South Carolina 25 101,320 21,000
Tennessee 54 71,462 3,000
Virginia 84 53,666 12,500
Source: Derived from Lola Eriksen Rogers, Museums
and Related Institutions, (Washington, D. C.:
Government Printing Office, 1969).
Are expenditures related to the number of museums
being supported in a state? It is difficult to draw




states spend less but are maintaining more facilities.
Others as Florida and Virginia are spending in the $20,000
mark as well as maintaining more musetuns. It is impossible
to assess the greater value upon either a low museum
population or a large media expenditure.» The assess¬
ment could only be made after an evaluation of the
programs being supported and the type of facility
being operated.
Communication and Transportation Facilities
Transmission of culture is dependent upon communi¬
cation and interaction between people. Our country has
some of the most advanced communication devices and
modes of transportation in operation anywhere in the
world and these devices and modes have had great impact
upon American culture.
Telephones enable residents of one state to con¬
verse with those in anotha: state and satellites enable
residents of one country to speak to those of another
and to view simultaneously events a continent away.
Travel is a simple matter in our age of super-fast
jet service. One can travel anywhere in the world in
a matter of hours in one of the comfortable commercial
jets. Mobility is enjoyed by millions of residents
without stepping onto a plane, however. This mobility
is achieved by automobiles.
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By analyzing statistical information concerning
some of the major devices of communication and trans¬
portation, the status of the Southeastern states
concerning these may be determined.
Telephones. — Telephone service, taken for
granted by many hous«»ives and businessmen, is not so
widespread as those in an urban area might assume.
According to the 1970 census, approximately 12.5
per cent of the occupied housing iinits in the United
States had no telephone service available. The percentage
of housing units without telephone service was somewhat
higher in the Southeast. Telephone service was enjoyed
by fewer Mississippi residents, with only 67 per cent
of the occupied housing units having telephone service.
Virginia had the highest number of housing units
serviced with 84 per cent having telephones. Detailed
information for the other Southeastern states is
given in Table 20.
Television. — The television, destined to play
an important role in the ccanmunication habits of the
Nation, is not found in approximately 10 per cent
of the Mississippi and Arkansas households. Eight
per cent of those in Alabama, Kentucky, Georgia and
South Carolina are without television as are seven
- 45
per cent in each of the other states. Detailed
information concerning the ownership of television






Per 1,000Housing Units Telephones Television
Alabama 1,034,113 .21 .08 569
Arkansas 615,424 .25 .09 541
Florida 2,284,786 .19 .07 601
Georgia 1,269,225 .20 .075 561
Kentucky 983,665 .22 .08 546
Louisiana 1,052,038 .18 .07 478
Mississippi 636,724 .33 .11 504
North Carolina 1,509,564 .23 .07 555
South Carolina 734,373 .24 .075 523
Tennessee 1,213,187 .19 .07 521
Virginia 1,390,636 .16 .07 486
Source: Derived from U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau
of the Census, census of Population, 1970: General,
Social, and Economic Characteristics, Pinal Report,
PC (1) - Cl, C2, C5, Cll, C12, C19, C20, C26, C35,
C42, C44, and C48.
Highway Statistics Division, Federal Highway
AdministHation, Highway Statistics, 1970,
(U. S. Department of Transportation, Government
printing Office, 1970).
Automobiles. — Automobiles not only have a
transportation value, but also provide status to the
owner. The status of an American family is often
seriously assessed according to the number of cars in
the garage. Automobile ownership is a distinctive
- 46
trait of Americans and can be considered as some
indication of economic ability and acculturation.
Car registration statistics provide relevant informa¬
tion concerning the car ownership within the state.
Car registration per 1,000 is given in Table 20.
No great gaps are evident from state to state. Florida
residents own the most cars with 601 automobiles for
each 1,000 residents. Three states, Alabama, Georgia
and North Carolina are above the 500 mark. Those
states falling below the 500 mark for each 1,000
residents are Arkansas, Kentucky, Mississippi, South
Carolina and Tennessee. Only Louisiana and Virginia
have fewer than 500 cars for each 1,000 residents.
Svimmary. — The major devices of communication and
transportation, those of telephones, television sets
and automobiles, are quite common to Southeastern
residents and the Nation; however, there are some
families not owning this familiar equipment. Those
residents without telephone service are probably not
served for two reasons: (1) they live in a rural area
where telephone service is not yet available or (2)
they are unable to afford it even though it is
available. Mississippi, with the greatest number of
- 47
unserved household units also has the largest
proportion of its population residing in rural
areas — 55.5 per cent.^® As will be shown later
in the study, the state also has a low average annual
income. Whatever the reason, one-third of those
housing units without telephone service in the
United States are located in the Southeastern region.
Television sets are more popular than telephones.
As all housing units in the United States in 1970
were wired for electricity,reasons for non-ownership
would not stem from external sources, possible
internal sources for non-ownership could be the high
cost of purchase, a geographical area which hinders
reception, or personal choice. For whatever reason,
only four per cent of all households in the United
States were without a television set, whereas in the
Southeastern region an average of 7.8 per cent of
total household units were without,^®
Automobile ownership might be more necessary in
rural areas than in urban areas where taxi, bus and
rapid transit services are available. However, this
56
U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1972, (Washington,




does not seem to be the case. A larger percentage
of Florida residents live in urban than in rural
areas, but also own more cars per 1,000. Louisiana,
with the second largest percentage of urban population
has the lowest number of automobiles per 1,000
population.
When states are ranked according to a computed
index from the representative communication and
transportation categories, Florida, Tennessee and
Virginia are at the top; Mississippi, Arkansas and
South Carolina are at the bottom. Table 21 provides
a summary of the relative positions of the Southeastern
states according to aspects of communication and
transportation.
printed Media
How accessible are books and periodicals in the
Southeastern region? How numerous are retail establish¬
ments for printed media?
Bookstores. — Retail bookstores have made rapid
economic advances during the past decade, reflecting
the increasing interest in book and periodical ownership
by the American public. The most recent data concerning
retail trade, taken by Bowker from the 1967 Census of
Business, stated that almost 3,000 United States
49
bookstores were operating with an annual sales of
all products and services totaling $428 million.
Combined book and periodical sales in these stores
60
was $326 million —• over 75 per cent of total sales.
TABLE 21












Alabama 6 7 2 15 5
Arkansas 10 10 6 26 8.66
pior-ida 3 1 1 5 1,66
Georgia 5 6 3 14 4.66
Kentucky 7 8 5 20 6.66
Louisiana 2 1 11 14 4.66
Mississippi 11 11 9 30 10
North Carolina 8 1 4 13 4.3
South Carolina 9 6 7 22 7.3
Tennessee 3 1 8 12 4
Virginia 1 1 10 12 4
Bookstores follow the population distribution to
some extent. This is the plausible explanation for
Florida, the most populous state, being the state with




the largest ntmber of retail bookstores. a?he fewest
establishments were found in the three less populous
states, Arkansas, South Carolina and Mississippi.
There was a total of 3,000 bookstores in the United
States but only 503 in the Southeastern region.®^
Table 22 provides information concerning the
distribution of retail bookstores,
TABLE 22
















Source: The Bowker Annual of Library
and Book Trade Information,
1972, (New York: R. R. Bowker,
1972), p. 163.
Book Clubs. — Book clubs, although comfortably
established as a part of the United States publishing
®^Ibid.
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scene, have shown a healthy growth in the 1970's
with new clubs mushrooming and older ones showing
explosive new growth. The Book-of-the-Month Club
has boosted its memtoership to 1% million; the Literary
Guild, 800,000; Reader's Digest, 2h million; and Saturday
Review Club, 25,000 members in only two years.
Publishers attribute a portion of their great success
to the difficulty encountered in buying books in many
parts of the United States. One publisher said books
were as hard to buy as when his particular club had
started in 1926.®^
Booksellers, obviously, have been unable to get
books to some interested readers. Those Interested
in reading unavailable books become club members with
mail order selections and service.
The American Booksellers Association stores exist
in 2,000 of the nation's zip code areas with the biggest
concentration of stores in Bast and par Western regions.
The Literary Guild area of service includes 27,500
zip codes — thirteen times that of ABA members.®^
®^Thomas Weyr, "The Booming Book Clubs," Publishers
Weekly, March 13, 1972, p. 36.
63ibid., p. 37.
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There are indications that large areas of the
United States do not have bookstores, and that book
club membership follows distribution of population
and not rural-urban division. Even with population
being the determinant factor in book club membership
concentration, the South has not had its share,
according to Warren Lynch of the Book-of-the Month
Club.®^
One might wonder at the relationship of few bookstore
outlets and correspondingly fewer book club memberships.
It appears that reading generates more reading. Where
there are libraries, there has been a demand for reading
materials. Where libraries exist, there is generated
more interest in reading materials and the desire to own
reading matter. This desire of ownership leads one to
a bookstore or a book club if no retail outlets are
convenient. Likewise, where there is little or no
interest in reading to begin the cycle, there are few
bookstores and book club members.
Magazines and Newspapers. — Magazines and news¬
papers with books, constitute the principle
resources of libraries. As the information explosion
continues in the 1970's, magazines have become even
^^Ibid.
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more important for up-to-date information. It is
generally recognized that magazines are read by
a much greater percentage of the population than
are books. With the diffuseness of knowledge today,
there have been born magazines of very limited
and specific subjects. More than ever there must
be a magazine for almost everyone interested in
reading.
Five of the largest circulating magazines were
selected and the circulation data secured for each
of the Southeastern states. The magazines were all
national and were selected because of theiE general
coverage. The five includedx the Saturday Review,
Good Housekeeping, Ebony, Life and Time.
Virginia had the largest number of magazine
readers with a circulation of these five magazines
of 90.43 for each 1,000 population. Florida followed
with 84.84. Georgia came third with 67.9 circulated
for each 1,000 population. All the other Southeastern
states fell below the 60 mark. Table 23 summarizes
the magazine and newspaper circulation for each state.
Both newspapers and magazines are read by many
and for a variety of reasons. These reasons include:
interesting content, brevity, and frequent use of
54
illustrations. With its wide readership the impact
of the newspaper is great whether its readers are
residents in a small rural community or a metropolitan
area.
TABLE 23
















North Carolina 60.34 252.11
South Carolina 49.82 219.34
Tennessee 52.24 290.21
Virginia 90.43 219.21
Sources* Derived from information received from
the Audit Bureau of Circulation, February
14, 1973.
Derived from Editor and Publisher
International Year Book, 1972, (New York*
Editor and Publisher Co., Inc., 1972), p. 13.
When the circulation of daily newsp^rs within
the state was calculated for each 1,000 residents,
Florida was way out in the lead with 314.02 papers
circulated. The newspaper circulation of the other
states was below 300 for each 1,000. Table 23 includes
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newspaper circulation statistics for those dailies
originating within the state,
SuBCiary♦ — As bookstore distribution generally
follows population distribution and urbanization,
there are fewer bookstores in the Southeastern region
than in other more urbanized regions. Florida, the
most urban of these Southeastern states, had the most
bookstores. The more rural states, Arkansas, South
Carolina and Mississippi had the fewest.
Book clubs also seemed to follow population dis¬
tribution. Nevertheless, the South did not have its
share of members among the numerous book clubs.
The calculated figures for magazine and newspaper
circulation indicate that more copies of the five
selected magazines were circulated for each 1,000
population in Virginia and Florida than in the other
states. The lowest readership of these five combined
magazines appeared to be in the states of Mississippi
and Arkansas. As these could be purchased and received
by mail, accessibility would not seem to be a factor
in circulation.
Of the 1,749 daily newspapers in the Nation, 345
or approximately 20 per cent, were originating in
the Southeast.^®
^^Derived from Editor and Publisher International
Yearbook, 1972.
56
It should be emphasized that the newspaper
statistics included only those newspapers originating
within the border of the state. Those residents
subscribing to out-of-state national newspapers
are not included within this statistic.
When the total distribution of printed media
and retail bookstore establishments are analyzed, an
index can be obtained for each state. The most
printed media and facilities for acquiring such
materials seem to be in Florida, North Carolina and
Virginia -— the more populous and urbanized areas.
Mississippi ranked the lowest in media distribution
and accessibility of outlets for purchase. These
rankings are partially explained by the amount of
urbanization and population concentration of the
state. Another factor would be that of the out-of-
state subscribers vdio do not show up in this
information (see Table 24).
Overall it appears that not many Southeast
residents are reading periodicals or materials
obtained from local bookstores, nor are they reading
selections from book club lists.
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Alabama 6 8 10 24 8
Arkansas 10 10 5 25 8.3
Florida 1 2 1 4 1.3
Georgia 4 3 7 14 6.6
Kentucky 8 5 4 17 5.66
Louisiana 7 7 6 20 6.66
Mississippi 11 11 11 33 U
North Carolina 5 4 3 12 4
South Carolina 9 9 8 27 9
Tennessee 3 6 2 11 3.66
Virginia 2 1 9 12 4
CHAPTER IV
CAUSAL FACTORS
Thus far in the study it has been shown that
there is a lag between the Southeastern region and
the rest of the United States in the amount and
support of library service, in the amount of educa¬
tional expenditures for each public school child,
in the distribution of communication devices, and
in the number of bookstores.
Variations within the region have also been
indicated. Those ranking higher and closer to the
national averages were, in the most cases, the more
populous states of Florida, Virginia and North
Carolina. The more rural and less populous states
ranked consistently lower on most categories.
What are contributing factors to the small
amount spent in support of library and educational
facilities? What may have caused the low educational
attainment? Why are the media more widely circulated?
What other facets of life would help to explain the
lag being experienced by the Southeastern region?.
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Related and possibly a causal factor for some of
the lag would be the income of the residents of a
state. The general well-being of the residents is
also of interest and information concerning public
health facilities and personnel shall further clarify
the situation. This final section of the report shall
attempt to outline some related income and public
health statistics.
Income
It is generally recognized that education and
income are related. The more education a person
has, the more his annual income should be. The state
with the lowest average educational attainment for
its residents was Kentucky. Does Kentucky corresponding¬
ly have the lowest average annual income for its
residents? Table 25 provides information concerning
average annual income for the year 1971. The number
of school years completed is also given in the table
for ease in comparing these figures.
The annual median income for persons with 1-3
years of high school in 1969 was approximately $7,079,
whereas an educational attainment of four years of high
school was worth $1,400 more or $8,454.®^
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Alabama 10.8 48 $3,050
Arkansas 10.5 49 3,036
Florida 12.1 28 3,848
Georgia 10.8 33 3,547
Kentucky 9.9 44 3,288
Louisiana 10.8 45 3,248
Mississippi 10.7 50 2,766
North Carolina 10.6 41 3,387
South Carolina 10.5 47 3,162
Tennessee 10.6 43 3,325
Virginia 11.7 27 3,866
Sourcex U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the
Census, Statistical Abstract of the United
States, 1972, (Washington, D. C.i Government
printing Office, 1972), p. 319.
Average per capita income for the Nation in 1971 was
$4,138.®® The highest average per capita incomes were in
the states of Connecticut, New York, Nevada, New jersey
and Hawaii. The national positions of the Southeastern




Statistical Abstract of the United State, 1972,
319^:
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The last four Southeastern states are in the
same rank order they were in in the 1930's. One
of the Southeastern states/ Georgia, moved up 10
ranks, approximately since the 1930 study.
A positive relationship exists between educational
attainment and income* Those states with the highest
level of educational attainment also ranked highest
in average annual income. These were Virginia, Florida,
Georgia and North Carolina. However, the relationship
is not a perfect one. Kentucky residents had com¬
pleted the lowest median number of school years;
nevertheless, they had an average annual income of
$3/288 — six positions above the lowest income.
AlsO/ some states had higher levels of educational
attainment than neighbor states but had a similar
average income.
Some of these discrepancies could be explained
by the population make up. If there were many elderly
with low incomes or young children without incomes
the average per capita income figure would become
unrealistically low. Florida, as would be expected,
had the highest percentage of residents age 18 and
- 62
over.®^ Other states were about equal in their
percentages of age 18 and over population — 62 to
66 per cent.
It is difficult to ascertain which is the cause
and which is the effect when considering education
and income, is the income low because their education
is low? Or is it that the residents are not inspired
on to higher educational levels because the incomes
are so low? Whichever is the cause, the results are
the same. The results are that the majority of the
Southeastern states, when ranked according to per
capita income in 1971, are in the lowest ranks as they
were in the 1930*s.
Health Facilities and Personnel
So far statistical analysis has been concerned
with libraries, media, education, communication,
and income. Other important institutions necessary
for the well being of the residents of a state are
those concerned with medical and health care.
Tflie United States has had a decrease in death
rate since 1929. The death rate per 1,000 population
1972,
69
Statistical Abstract of the United States,
p. 31.
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has dropped from 11.9 in 1929^® to 9,4 in 1968.^^
The 1968 low in the Southeastern region was in
Virginia with a rate of 8.2 for each 1,000 popula¬
tion. The highest death rates per 1,000 were in
Florida with 11.3 and 10.7 in Arkansas. Pour of
the other states clustered around the 10 to 10.3
rank. Below 10 were North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia and Louisiana.^2 Table 26 summarizes
information concerning death rates.
Major changes have occurred since 1929 concerning
the major causes of death. In the 1929 study, the
major causes of death were parasitic and infectious
diseases."73 In 1968, the major cause of death was
heart disease. Heart diseases claimed 372.6 of every
100,000 population.Other major causes included
^^Charles Angoff and H. L. Mencken, "The Worst
American State," The American Mercury, XXIV, (September,
October, November, 1931), p. 177.




Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1972, p.60.
74ibid.
- 64
influenza and pneumonia, diabetes, arteriosclerosis,
bronchitis and cirrhosis of the liver.^5 Florida's
high rate could partially be attributed to the large
number of aged retirees living there. The higher
rates in the states of Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky,
Mississippi and Tennessee mignt be a result of rural
living where health facilities might be more scarce















North Carolina 8.9 20.9
South Carolina 8.7 20.5
Tennessee 10.3 19.8
Virginia 8.2 18.7
Sourcet U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau
of the Census, Statistical Abstract
of the Unite<t Spates, 1972, (Washington,
D. C.i Govermnent Printing Office, 1972),




Medical progress has helped to prolong life.
Has it also been instrumental in decreasing the
infant mortality rate? One would think that
expectant mothers vrould be receiving better care
now than in years past and that hospitals and doctors
would be better equipped to handle them and their
newborns than in the past. The Southeastern states
had some of the highest infant mortality rates in
the Nation. Mississippi led with 22.9 infant
deaths for each 1,000 live births. Other states
with infant death rates of 20 or more per 1,000
were Alabama, Kentucky, North Carolina and south
Carolina. Lower rates were in the states of Virginia,
Arkansas, Louisiana, Florida, Georgia and Tennessee
(see Table 26).
Obviously, the death rate is conditioned in
large measure by the extent to vdiich skilled medical
and nursing care is available. There has been much
concern recently about the shortage of medical doctors.
In 1929 the average ntimber of physicians per 100,000
was 126.5 and seven Southeastern states were among those
having the fewest nuinber of physicians available.^®
76
Angoff and Mencken, The American Mercury, p. 181.
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Today the number of physicians has increased to 171
with a total of 95,422 physicians available,^7 The
Southeastern states, with the exception of Florida,










Alabama 89 30 168
Arkansas 93 30 133
Florida 161 47 369,
Georgia 108 32 156
Kentucky 102 35 198
Louisiana 119 35 187
Mississippi 83 26 157
North Carolina 109 30 244
South Carolina 91 27 217
Tennessee 120 38 175
Virginia 121 38 258
*Rate given in terms of 100,000 population
of state.
Source* U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of
Census, Statistical Abstract of the United
States, 1972, (Washington, D. C.: Govern¬
ment printing Office, 1972), p, 70.
The national average supply of dentists was some¬
what lower than that of physicians. The national average
77
Statistical Abstract of the United States, p. 70.
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rate per 100,000 was 47 and the entire region, again
except for Florida, had fewer than the national
average niamber (see Table 27) .
Active registered nurses, important for their
assistance to physicians and hospitals, were somewhat
more plentiful. The national average rate was 313
per 100,000 residents. Florida, the only Southeastern
state above the national average, had 369 registered
nurses for each 100,000 residents (see Table 27).
Are hospital facilities any more plentiful and
accessible to residents than medical personnel? In¬
formation derived from current statistical sources
indicate that Alabama and Virginia have the most
hospital beds available to its population although
these states offer only eight beds for each 1,000
population.^® There was not much variation between
the states in this particular aspect. All states
were in the 5 to 8 range. Arkansas had the fewest
nuinber of beds available with five for each 1,000
population.
The cost of medical care is high and is increas¬
ing every day that the shortage of personnel continues.
One aspect of health facilities which is in favor of
‘^®Ibid., p. 73
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the Southeastern residents is the average hospital
cost per day? some of the Lowest average costs in
the Nation were in the Southeastern region. All were










Alabama 28,962 8.392 $61
Arkansas 10,953 5.686 58
Florida 45,377 6.629 77
Georgia 32,364 7,032 66
Kentucky 21,321 6.613 62
Louisiana 26,391 7.242 70
Mississippi 16,918 7.634 58
North Carolina 33,495 6.579 65
South Carolina 19,172 7,385 59
Tennessee 32,647 8.302 64
Virginia 38,874 8.354 66
Source: information in columns 1 and 3 taken from
Statistical Abstract of the United States,
1972, p. 67, p. 73. Information in column
2 computed from Statistical Abstract of
the United States, 1972, p. 14, p.73.
Advances in medical science have helped to reduce
mortality rates, including infant death rates. The
Southeastern region has profited from these advances
but still has higher mortality rates than other regions.
Medical personnel are not as abundant anywhere in the
Nation as one could hope. The scarcity is even more
69
pronounced in the more rural Southeastern states. No
doubt the past trend of specialization within the
medical profession has had some bearing on this
scarcity. Small rural communities have been the
least desirable location sites for medical specialists.
Health care facilities have improved also as a result
of medical research; however, these improved facilities
are not as accessible in the Southeastern region as in
other regions. Southeastern residents, however, are
paying a smaller average hospital cost per day.
CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Objectives of this study have been to determine
the following aspects concerning the socio-economic
conditions of the Southeastern United States:
(a) Whether or not statistical differences
exist between the states of the South¬
eastern region in the distribution of
library facilities and their support.
(b) Whether or not there weirfe differences
in the educational status of residents
of each state and the distribution of
educational institutions and their
support.
(c) What was the relationship between the
distribution and support of library and
other educational facilities?
(d) What differences exist in the distribution
of bookstores, periodical and newspaper
circulation, and other cultural aspects?
(e) what statistical differences exist
between the states in regard to economic
ability and health care facilities?
Statistical information descriptive of the socio¬
economic conditions of the Southeastern united States
have been analyzed and con^ared.
The analyses concerning library facilities and
support indicate that there are statistical differences
- 70
71
between the Southeastern states in the distribution
and support of library facilities.
The five states of Georgia, Mississippi, North
Carolina and Tennessee had public library facilities
available to their entire populations. The other six
states only served portions of their residents. Those
unserved portions varied from 24 per cent of population
in Florida to only 1 per cent of population in South
Carolina. Tennessee had the fewest volvimes per capita
with .97 volumes while Louisiana had the largest number
of volumes per capita with 1.22. Expenditures per
capita for library materials in public libraries ranged
from a low of $1,37 per capita in Arkansas to $2.98 in
Virginia. These expenditures represented the lowest
expenditures in the Nation.
Expenditures for library materials by college and
university libraries and school libraries were also
lower in the Southeastern region than elsewhere in
the Nation. College libraries had expenditures per
student ranging from $119«63 at Duke University to
$20.39 at Louisiana state. The per capita expenditures
for school library books ranged from $6.29 in Mississippi
to $1.34 in Louisiana.
72
Expenditure differences for library materials
between public, college and university, and school
libraries may be partially explained by the differences
in size of population served and the relative cost of
their respective library materials.
No new accredited library schools have been
established in the Southeastern states since the
1940's. There have been ten library programs of
Southeastern colleges admitted to associate member
status in the Association of American Library Schools.
There were statistical differences in the
educational status of residents and their support
of educational institutions. The states in the South¬
east spent less per student for public school support
than other regions; the amount varied from $954 in
Florida to $553 in Mississi|^i.
The average annual salaries of public school
instructional staff members were lower than anywhere
else in the united States with the lowest average
annual salary paid in the state of Mississippi — $6,173.
A state in the Southeastern region, Louisiana,
reported the highest illiteracy rate in 1960 where
the rate was 6.3 per 1,000. More South Carolina
draftees failed the armed services induction mental
- 73
tests than any other group; 22.3 per cent of those
taking them in 1970 failed.
The residents of the Southeastern region have
a lower median numiber of school years completed
than other regions. The highest median educaticmal
attainment was in Florida with 12.1 years completed.
The lowest median educational attainment level was
in Kentucky with 9.9 years ccanpleted.
Statistical differences exist between states in
the n\imber of bookstores, magazine and newspaper
circulation, and museums per 1,000 population.
Mississippi had the lowest number of bookstore
facilities, and the lowest magazine and newspaper
circulation per 1,000 population. Population for
each museum ranged from 182,000 persons in Alabama
to 53,000 in Virginia. Supportive expenditures for
these museums ranged from an average annual figure
of $42,000 in Arkansas to $2,500 in Kentucky.
Communication and transportation facilities
are not as widespread in the Southeastern region
as in other regions. Some 33 per cent of the occupied
housing units in Mississippi were without telephone
service, while 11 per cent were without television
sets. Florida residents registered more automobiles
per 1,000 population — 601.
74 -
Statistical differences exist between the states
with regard to economic ability and health care
facilities. The lowest average per capita income
was found in the state of Mississippi — $2,766.
The region also appeared to be experiencing a shortage
of medical personnel as is true of the entire Nation
but the number of physicians, dentists and registered
nurses in the Southeast was below the national
average amount.
Statistical differences were detected among
many aspects of the socio-economic conditions in
the Southeastern region. Relationships also were
indicated among scmie of the analyzed aspects.
A relationship was found between public library
support and the support of educational facilities.
A correlation of .79 was computed for the two factors
of per capita expenditure in pviblic libraries and that
of per student expenditure in public school support.
Also correlated with the public library expenditure
per capita was the average annual teacher salary —
at .70. These relationships are positive and indicate
that as the expenditure per capita in public libraries
increase so do the expenditures for public school
support and teacher salaries.
75
The income of a state also seems to have some
relationship to the distribution and support of
library facilities. The inccmie was correlated at
,70 with the public library expenditure per capita.
It can be predicted that the higher the average
income, the greater will be the public library
expenditure per capita.
Income correlated even higher with the expendi¬
ture per pupil in public school support — .71, and
average teacher salary at .89. As average teacher
salaries increase so will the average income have
been increased.
Income correlated highest with the magazine
circulation of the state. A correlation of .96
indicates that there are more magazines circulated
where there is a higher average income. There was
a negative correlation between income and the
communication deficits within a state. It can be
deduced, therefore, that the higher the income, the
fewer the communication deficits.
A comparison of the current rankings of the
Southeastern states with their relative position
in regard to cultural aspects as discovered by Angoff
and Mencken*^® in the 1930's revealed that Florida
^^Angoff and Mencken. The American Mercury, p. 16.
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and Virginia continue to hold the highest ranking;
Arkansas, Alabama and Mississippi remain at the
bottom of the scale. States which have shown some
improvement in these years are Tennessee, North
Carolina and Georgia; states showing decline
during the same period include Kentucky, Louisiana
and South Carolina (see Table 29).
TABLE 29
COMPARISON OP CULTURAL ASPECTS, 1930-1970
State (1930) Rank (1930) State (1970) Rank (1970)
Florida 1 Florida 1
Virginia 2 Virginia 2
Kentucky 3 Tennessee 3
Tennessee 4 North Carolina 4
North Carolina 5 Kentucky 5
Louisiana 6 Georgia 6
South Carolina 7 Louisiana 7
Georgia 8 South Carolina 8
Arkansas 9 Arkansas 9
Alabama 10 Alabama 10
Mississippi 11 Mississippi 11
It is concluded that the states within the Southeastern
region, in most cases, still remain in the lowest portion
of the scale when con^ared nationally according to
statistics relating to libraiy facilities and support,
per capita school expenditures, teacher salaries,
communication and transportation facilities, average
income and health care facilities.
APPENDIX
Coefficients of correlation or the degree of
the relationship between the various factors included
in this study were done by computer.
Appendix A is the computer print-out of the
correlation coefficients obtained for the factors
of analysis used in the study. Columns X and Y refer
to the number assigned the data which is being
correlated. The R colvimn is the result or the
correlation coefficient between the two variables of
X and Y.
Appendix B contains the tables of data for which
the correlations were computed. Each data table
contains eleven items of information — the eleven
Southeastern states. These items are listed according
to the alphabetical position of the state - (1) Alabama,
(2) Arkansas, (3) Florida, (4) Georgia, (5) Kentucky,
(6) Louisiana, (7) Mississippi, (8) North Carolina,
(9) South Carolina, (10) Tennessee and (11) Virginia.
The following procedure should be followed in
using the tables of Appendix A and Appendix Bs
76a
76b -
(1) Determine from the Table of Factors
in jlppendix B the data to be correlated.
(2) Determine from the same Table of Factors
the number assigned each of the sets of
data to be correlated.
(3) Locate the niimber of the base or first
variable in numerical order in Appendix
A under the X column.
(4) Locate in numerical order under the Y column
the nuinber of the variable being correlated
with X.
(5) The R column to the right of these two
variable numbers is the result or correlation
coefficient computed for this pair of data
tables.
A perfect relationship between two factors would
yield an R of +1 or -1. The closer the R is to +1 or
-1 the stronger the relationship between the variables.
No sign preceding the R indicates a positive relationship.





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































R X Y R X Y R
0.7621 23 1 0.8709 24 1 0.6378
0.6335 23 2 0.7052 24 2 0.5362
0.5006 23 3 0.5334 24 3 0.4245
0.2195 23 4 -0.1290 24 4 -0.2691
0.7709 23 5 0.6125 24 5 0.2693
0.9241 23 6 0.7639 24 6 0.5013
-0.j4268 23 7 -0.3703 24 7 0.0290
0.’7517 23 8 0.4276 24 8 0.0880
0J1758 23 9 0.0990 24 9 0.0179
0.:6337 23 10 0*7317 24 10 0.5663
0J8018 23 11 0.9687 24 11 0.7260
-^0.1205 23 12 -0.2028 24 12 -0.0234
0.16645 23 13 0.8766 24 13 0.7468
0.7831 23 14 0.8720 24 14 0.7047
0.0566 23 15 -0.2163 24 15 -0.2104
0.7204 23 16 0.7237 24 16 0.3894
0.18041 23 17 0.8875 24 17 0.5935
0.4037 23 18 0.3257 24 18 0.0183
0.‘8912 23 19 0.9358 24 19 0.7239
0.9455 23 20 0.9205 24 20 0.6305
0.8497 23 21 0.9613 24 21 0.7018
1.0000 23 22 0.7656 24 22 0.4796
0W7656 23 23 1.0000 24 23 0.8424
0.4796 23 24 0.8424 24 24 1.0000
0.8404 23 25 0.9821 24 25 0.7433
0.'6675 23 26 0.9209 24 26 0.6448
-0.16811 23 27 ■*0.5961 24 27 -0.6231
0.8085 23 28 0.9823 24 28 0.7541
0J5422 23 29 0.6151 24 29 0.5274
-0.4931 23 30 -0.5547 24 30 -0.3612
0.7999 23 31 0.9721 24 31 0.7258
0.8493 23 32 0.9626 24 32 0.7036
0.2319 23 33 0.5441 24 33 0.5054
0.7581 23 34 0.6142 24 34 0.4761
0.8411 23 35 0.7933 24 35 0.5943
■^0.5006 23 36 -0.5425 24 36 -0.5757
■•0.3252 23 37 •*0.4531 24 37 -0.6223
OW8073 23 38 0.6720 24 38 0.3385
0.7661 23 39 0.4950 24 39 0.1370
0.8421 23 40 0.9493 24 40 0.6894
0.9006 23 41 0.8499 24 41 0.6609
-0.5646 23 42 -0.4757 24 42 -0.4998
•^0.1979 23 43 -0.2839 24 43 -0.1541
-0.13703 23 44 -0.2110 24 44 -0.3400
-0J2800 23 45 -0.2897 24 45 -0.5912
0.17759 23 46 0.9220 24 46 0.8028
0.7347 23 47 0.8379 24 47 0.7911
0.8613 23 48 0.8851 24 48 0.6275
0.18493 23 49 0.9626 24 49 0.7036
0.1064 23 50 -0.0722 24 50 -0.1665
0.7408 23 51 0.8839 24 51 0.6671





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Population served by public libraries
Population unserved by public libraries
Percentage of population \inserved
Volumes per capita in public libraries
Funds for public library materials
Expenditure for library materials
Percentage of Income spent for library
materials
Expenditure per capita by public libraries
Circulation per capita by public libraries
Vol\mies in college and university libraries
Enrollment of Pall 1970
Volumes per student enrolled
Total income of college and university
libraries
Expenditure for library materials
Percentage of income spent for library
materials
Expenditure for library books 1967-68 by
public schools
Enrollment of public schools 1967-68




Magazine circulation per 1,000 population
Newspaper circulation (total)
Newspaper circulation per 1,000 population
Occupied housing units in 1970
Occupied units without telephone service
Percentage of occupied units without
Households with one television set
Households without one television set
Percentage of households without television
Automobiles registered per state
Population for 1970
Automobiles per 1,000
Amount spent per pupil, 1970-71
Average annual teacher saleury, 1970-71
Illiteracy rate, 1960
Percentage of draftees failing mental
teats, 1970

















Percent of population with four
years of college
Population of 1967
Museuais in state, 1966
Museums per 1^000 population
Medieun expenditure for museums
Infant saaortality rate - white - 1970





Hospital beds per 1,000




































1 2 3 4
2868400.002 575675.000 0.200 1.130
1792640iOOl 140655.1000 0.078 l.lOO
51866061003 1602837.1001 0.309 1.040
41589575.003 0.1000 0.000 1.140
32187064001 452371.1000 0.140 1.080
13641306*001 0.1000 0.000 1.220
2216912*001 o.;ooo 0.000 1.010
5082059.005 0*000 0.000 1.160
23489494001 33645.1000 0.014 1.150
39241644001 0*000 0.000 0.970
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